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The table and chart below show a summary of motor vehicle crashes at the intersection of 
Foster Ave and Harlem Ave over a span of 4 years. The data from 2010 to 2011 show the 
period prior to the installation of RLR cameras. The data from 2012 show the year in which 
the cameras were installed. The data from 2013 show the year following the installation. 
 

  Turning Rear End Angle Other Total 

2010 3 8 0 0 11 

2011 3 8 1 1 13 

2012 2 3 4 0 9 

2013 2 1 0 1 4 

 

 
 

In 2011 the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) along Foster Ave reached 10,100 to 11,900 cars at 
the intersection of Foster Ave and Harlem Ave. In the same year the ADT along Harlem Ave 
reached 32,100 cars, according to IDOT.  
 
In 2013 the ADT along Foster Ave increased slightly to 35,500 cars. A corresponding uptick 
was seen along Harlem Ave; the ADT reached 11,800 to 13,000 cars at the same location.  
 
At the intersection of Foster Ave and Harlem Ave there were 11 accidents in 2010, 13 in 
2011, 9 in 2012 and 4 in 2013.  
 
Compared to the average over the prior 3 years, Angle* crashes were reduced from 1.66 to 
0, Rear End crashes were reduced by 86.3%, Turning crashes were reduced by 24.9% and 
Total crashes were reduced by 63.7%. 
 
*All Angle crashes from 2012 occurred before the RLR camera went live at the eastbound approach. 
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Traffic Volume 
  

 



 

 

October 2011 

 
This information was obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document published 
by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT  

 North: 32,100 

 South: 32,100 
 

Foster Ave ADT 

 East: 10,100 

 West: 11,900 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

December 2013 
 
This information was obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document published 
by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT  

 North: 35,500 

 South: 35,500 
 

Foster Ave ADT 

 East: 11,800 

 West: 13,000 
 
 
 

             



 

 

 
 

Summary 
 



The long-term goal of RLR camera enforcement programs such as this one is to increase 
traffic safety by enforcing red light running ordinances in a consistent manner and with 
transparency for a sustained period. The timing of the traffic signals at this intersection has 
not been altered, and should not be altered while the RLR camera system is in operation. In 
time these cameras will become a part of everyday life for motorists living and working in 
this area. 

All processes are in compliance with the RLR regulations laid out by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation District 1 Bureau of Traffic Operations. 

After analyzing all of the available data, we believe the RLR cameras located at the 
eastbound approach of Foster Ave and Harlem Ave in the Village of Harwood Heights 
have already made a positive impact with regard to traffic safety. Rear End and Angle 
crashes at the intersection of Foster Ave and Harlem Ave have been dramatically reduced 
in comparison to prior years. This reduction has occurred in spite of an overall increase in 
traffic volume at the eastbound, westbound, northbound and southbound approaches. Even 
more noticeable is the decrease in Total crashes (63.7% decrease from the prior 3-year 
average) at this intersection following the installation of RLR cameras. These cameras play 
an important role in monitoring the intersection and encouraging safe driving habits. 

The decrease in Angle crashes is especially important to the health and quality of life of the 
citizens of the Village of Harwood Heights. Crashes that are most likely to result in bodily 
injury are those where one vehicle strikes one or more vehicles in motion at a 90 degree 
angle. A crash of this kind is commonly referred to as a “T-Bone” crash. The damage 
sustained by vehicles involved in these types of crashes is typically more severe than that 
sustained from Rear End crashes. Studies have shown that installing RLR cameras at 
problem intersections helps to lessen the chance of one of these crashes occurring. 


