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VILLAGE OF HARWOOD HEIGHTS
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ORDINANCE NO. 26-07

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE VILLAGE CODE TO REGULATE THE
DISCHARGE OF FAT, OIL AND GREASE INTO THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Village of Harwood Heights (the “Village™) is an Illinois municipal
corporation organized and operating pursuant to authority granted by the Constitution and Laws
of the State of Illinois;

WHEREAS, the Village is a home rule unit of government pursuant to Section 6(a),
Article VII of the 1970 Illinois Constitution;

WHEREAS, pursuant to its home rule power, the Village may exercise any power and
perform any function relating to its government and affairs;

WHEREAS, the Village operates a sanitary sewer system for the collection of
wastewater; and

WHEREAS, the Village wishes to enhance protect and preserve the local health, safety
and welfare by regulating the collection and disposal of fat, oil and grease into the Village’s
sanitary sewer system and creating related reporting requirements to ensure the safe and proper
functioning of the Village’s wastewater treatment plant; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Village Board find that the proposed amendment is in
the best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare of the Village and its residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and the Village Board of the
Village of Harwood Heights, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1: The above-stated recitals are incorporated by this reference.

SECTION 2. Amendment. A new Article 4 (“Management of Fat, Oil and Grease —



Public Sewers”) is hereby enacted within Title 13 (“Public Services™), Chapter 13.08 (“Sewer

System”) of the Harwood Heights Code of Ordinances, and it shall read as follows (additions in
bold and underline):

Article 4. Management of Fat, Oil and Grease — Public Sewers.
13.08.150 Title.

This Article 4 shall be known and may be referred to as ""Village of Harwood Heights
Sanitary Sewer Fat, Oil, and Grease (FOG) Ordinance''.

13.08.160 Purpose.

The purpose of this title is to establish certain minimum reasonable rules and
regulations for any food processing, food sales, or food service establishment or user
connected to, or applying to connect to, the village sanitary sewer system regarding the
collection and disposal of fat, oil, and grease in wastewater, not otherwise required to
obtain and hold an industrial wastewater discharge permit from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and/or the Illincis Environmental Protection Agency. This title also

establishes certain minimum reporting requirements for the disposal of fat, oil, and grease
wastes.

Excessive fat, oil, and grease in wastewater can and does lead to sewer backups and
overflows, creating a public health hazard. Excessive fat, oil, and grease in wastewater can
and does interfere with sanitary sewer systems and the wastewater treatment process and
pass-through can result in effluent discharges that violate NPDES permit water gquality
discharge standards.

Sanitary sewer systems and wastewater treatment plants, and the continued proper
functioning of these facilities, can_and should be protected by reasonable regulation of
systems contributing fat, oil, and grease into the sewer systems owned by the village.

13.08.170 Administration.

A. General. The village shall enforce all of the provisions of this title, and shall act on any
questions relating to the design or construction of grease recovery systems or devices,

except as may otherwise be specifically provided by federal or state statute. The village
shall also act as follows:

B. Applications and permits. The village shall receive applications and issue permits for
the siting and installation of grease recovery systems or devices, for all food processing,
food sales, and food service establishments as defined herein. The village shall also
review building plans, review grease recovery system(s) design plans, inspect the
premises for which such installation permit(s) have been issued, and enforce compliance
with the provisions of this title.



C. Notices and orders. The village shall issue all necessary notices or orders necessary to
insure compliance with all ordinance requirements. The village may revoke, in writing,
any permit or approval held contrary to this title.

D. Authority to enter premises. The village's authorized agent(s) or representative(s), after
identification, shall have the authority to enter any property at any reasonable time to
inspect for compliance with the provisions of this title. The village shall conduct regular
inspections of each FOG-producing facility. The village may also make any necessary
test, measurement, or sampling to determine compliance with ordinance requirements.
No obstructions shall block the access to any grease trap or inspection manhole.

13.08.180 Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases are hereby defined and shall be interpreted
as such throughout this title:

“Active interior recovery device (AIRD)” means an active automatic separator and
remover of fat, oil, and grease from effluent or wastewater discharge that cleans itself of
accumulated fat, oil, and grease at least once every 24 hours, utilizing an electromechanical
apparatus to accomplish removal.

“Clean-out” means a pipe that extends from the ground surface to the interior of the
passive exterior device (PED), or other grease recovery system device, so as to allow access,
maintenance, and inspection of the interior of the device.

¢

‘Inspection manhole” means a manhole structure, located downstream of a grease
recovery system, designed and constructed to provide access to a sewer pipe or sewer main
for sampling and metering commercial wastes discharged to a public sewer. For existing
FOG-producing facilities, where no inspection manhole exists or has been installed, the
inspection manhole shall be at the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the
point at which the building sewer is connected.

“Drainage fixture unit (DFU)” means a value used to determine the required drainage
capacity from the fixtures and their service systems as defined in the Illinois Plumbing

Code.

[

‘Effluent tee-pipe” means a_tee-shaped pipe extending from the ground surface into
the PED to a depth allowing recovery of water located under the layer of fat, oil and grease
to be discharged.

[

‘Exterior grease trap” means a grease trap, located outside of the exterior walls of the
building or structure, which contains baffles sufficient to allow a proper_separation of
grease from water.

[

‘FOG” means fat, oil, and grease.

“FOG-producing facility” means a food processing, food sales, or food service
establishment, as hereinafter defined.




[

‘Food” means any raw, cooked, or processed edible substance, ice, beverage or
ingredient used or intended for use, or for sale, barter, or exchange, in whole or part for
human consumption.

“Food processing establishment” means a commercial establishment in which food is
manufactured, or packaged for human consumption. The term does not include a food
service establishment, retail food store, or commissary.

“Food sales establishment” means a retail and wholesale grocery store(s); retail
seafood store(s); food processing plant(s); bakeries; confectionaries; fruit, nuts, and
vegetable store(s), and places of business; and similar establishments, mobile or permanent,
engaged in the sale of food primarily for consumption off-premises.

“Food service establishment” means any establishment for the preparation and
serving of meals, lunches, short orders, sandwiches, frozen desserts or other edible
products. The term includes: restaurants, coffee shops, cafeterias, short order cafes,
luncheonettes, taverns, lunchrooms, places which manufacture retail sandwiches, soda
fountains, institutional cafeterias, catering establishments, food vending vehicles and
operations connected therewith, and similar facilities by whatever name called or by
whomever operated.

“Grease recovery system” means a system of interceptors, separators, traps, or grease
recovery devices, which prevents free-floating grease, fat, and oil from entering the sewage
system by recovering and removing these substances from water.

“Grease-laden waste” means effluent discharge that is produced from food processing,
food preparation, or other commercial source where grease, fat, and oil enter automatic
dishwasher pre-rinse station, sinks or other appurtenances.

“Grease trap” means an interceptor, separator, or recovery vehicle that prevents free-
floating grease, fat, and oil from entering the sewage disposal system. Also includes a
passive interceptor whose rated flow exceeds S0 gallons per minute or minimum storage
capacity of S00 gallons or more and which is located outside the building.

“Hauler” means a waste disposal firm, licensed by the Illinois Department of
Agriculture, that hauls and disposes of fat, oil, and grease wastes as described in this title.

“Newly constructed” means any new FOG-producing facility that has not been issued

a final certificate of occupancy by the municipal building official as of the effective date of
this title.

“NPDES” means National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.

“Passive exterior device (PED)” means an oil/water separating container that requires
pumping and is housed outside a building or structure. A passive interceptor with no
moving parts with a rated flow of greater than S0 gallons per minute.

“Passive interior device (PID)” means an oil/water separating container that requires
normal manual cleaning, by pumping or bailing, and is housed inside a building or
structure. A passive interceptor with no moving parts with a rated flow of 50 gallons per
minute or less that serves as a fixture trap and is located inside a building.



“POTW” means publicly owned treatment works. May sometimes be known or
referred to as a sewage treatment plant or wastewater reclamation facility or plant.

“Pump-and-return _method” means the method of decanting or discharging of
removed waste back into the grease recovery system from which waste was removed or to
any other grease recovery system or sanitary sewer connection.

“Remodeled” means any facility that requires a building permit to_make planned
changes to an existing or a new FOG-producing facility.

“Significant industrial user” means any FOG-producing facility that requires an
industrial wastewater discharge permit, issued by the local POTW pursuant to applicable
federal and state laws and regulations.

“Sludge” means any material or solids, either organic or inorganic, that has settled to
the bottom of the grease trap.

“Solids transfer/grease recovery device” means an active automatic pretreatment
device, which macerates coarse solids and separates/recovers free floating grease, fat, and
oil from effluent. The device cleans itself of accumulated grease, fat, and oil at least once
every 24 hours, utilizing electromechanical apparatus to accomplish recovery and removal.

“Twenty-five percent rule (25% Rule)” means all grease traps and/or grease
interceptors shall be cleaned based on the 25% Rule. FOR EXAMPLE: If the total depth of
the PED is 40 inches, the maximum allowable depth (d) of floatable grease and settled
sludge equals 40 inches multiplied by 4 or d = TD x 0.25 = 10 inches. Therefore, the

maximum allowable depth of floatable grease and sludge of this vessel should not exceed
ten inches.

“User” means any FOG-producing facility, its owner(s) or operator(s), or_ their
agent(s), that contributes to the village wastewater collection system.

13.08.190 General requirements.

A. Existing facilities. Every existing user shall have a grease recovery system. An existing
user, serviced by a grease recovery system, that is noncompliant with the technical or
design standards of this title, shall be permitted to continue discharging to the village
wastewater collection system provided that the user's FOG discharge, as measured at
the inspection manhole, does not exceed the village maximum discharge limit(s), as set
forth by ordinance. The village may include conditions, restrictions, or performance
standards on any existing user where that user is served by a noncompliant grease
recovery system to minimize the risk of discharge(s) exceeding maximum discharge

limits.

B. Newly constructed or remodeled facilities. Every newly constructed or remodeled food
processing, food sales, and food service establishment(s) (FOG-producing facilities) or
user(s) that discharge water or wastes to a village sanitary sewer shall be required to
install, operate, clean, and maintain a grease recovery system of appropriate size and
design to achieve compliance with requirements of this title. Each FOG-producing
facility shall have an inspection manhole installed and located at a point downstream of




C.

the grease recovery system. No person shall construct or install a grease recovery
system without the prior approval of the village and issuance of a permit. Such
approval shall include both the approval of a plan for the proposed grease recovery
system construction or installation, and permission to conduct the work required.

All users. The discharge from each grease recovery system, as measured from the
inspection manhole, shall not exceed the village maximum discharge limit(s) as set forth
by ordinance.

13.08.200 System maintenance.

A.

D.

General. All grease recovery systems, both existing and new, shall be maintained in a
safe _and sanitary condition, and in good working order, so that any discharge
wherefrom, as measured from the inspection manhole, does not exceed the village
maximum discharge limit(s).

Maintenance responsibility. The owner(s), and any designated agent(s) shall be

responsible for the maintenance of the grease recovery system for a FOG-producing
facility at all times. All costs and expenses relating thereto shall be the responsibility of
the owner(s).

Maintenance requirements.

1. All users shall maintain any grease recovery system so that the fat, oil, and grease
discharge wherefrom, as measured from/at the inspection manhole, does not exceed

the village maximum discharge limit(s).

2. All grease traps. and all other grease recovery systems, shall have all floating
material removed at a maximum of every 90 days. All grease traps and all other
grease recovery systems shall be completely pumped out annually or when the
contents of the trap exceed the 25% Rule. Annual maintenance, and maintenance
due to exceeding the 25% Rule, shall include the complete recovery of all contents,
including floating materials, wastewater, and bottom sludge and solids. The
frequency of maintenance may be increased to comply with the village maximum
discharge limit(s) or the manufacturer's recommendation. The frequency of
removal shall be as often as necessary to prevent overflows of fat, oil, and grease
entering into the village wastewater collection system.

3. The pump-and-return method of decanting or discharging of removed waste back
into the grease recovery system is prohibited.

4. Any removal and hauling of fat, oil, and grease shall be performed by a licensed
hauler.

S. If any grease recovery system discharge wastes fail to meet the village maximum
discharge limit(s), the village is authorized to demand or order the user to repair,
replace, or upgrade its grease removal system, at the sole expense of the user.

Maintenance records. Each user, at each FOG-producing facility, shall maintain proof
of maintenance every time cleaning or maintenance of its grease recovery system(s)



occurs. Records of such service shall be maintained by the user for a period of two
years from the date of maintenance. Upon demand by the Village of Harwood Heights,
maintenance records shall be provided within 24 hours.

Proof of maintenance shall include the following information provided by the user or

the waste hauler:

1. User information, including name, address, the volume or weight of waste pumped
from each grease recovery system, and date and time of the pumping;

2. Hauler information, including company name, address, state license/permit number,
and disposal/receiving facility location information.

13.08.210 Grease recovery systems—Design and performance standards.

A.

C.

D.

E.

Where required. A grease recovery system(s) shall be installed, operated, and
maintained in each FOG-producing facility that discharges into the village wastewater
collection system. Each FOG-producing facility shall have an inspection manhole.

Technology required. An approved grease recovery system shall consist of one or a
combination of the following methods:

1. Passive technology that is an approved exterior grease trap.
2. Active technology including:

a. An approved grease recovery device; or

b. An approved solids transfer/grease recovery device.

Prohibited discharge. Waste that does not contain grease, fat, or oil and that otherwise
does not require grease separation treatment shall not be discharged into the grease
recovery system. Wastewater from dishwasher machines or wastewater that otherwise
exceeds 150 degrees Fahrenheit shall not be introduced into any grease recovery device.
Food-waste grinders shall not discharge into the sewer system through a grease trap or
grease recovery device.

High temperature dishwasher discharge. Wastewater that exceeds 150 degrees
Fahrenheit is prohibited from being discharged into the village wastewater collection
system. :

Dumpsters/dumpster pads. Dumpsters/dumpster pads may be allowed to connect to the
wastewater collection system under the following conditions:

1. The dumpster/dumpster pad is covered and constructed to protect the sewer
connection from stormwater runoff; and

2. The drain is connected to an exterior grease trap of at least 1000 gallons, which will
be maintained by the user in the method prescribed by this section for other exterior
grease traps.




13.08.220 Passive exterior device (PED) requirements.

A. Each PED, or other grease recovery system device, design including size, type, and
location shall be reviewed and approved by the village in substantial conformity with

these requirements as follows:

l L]
actual use.

2.

Shall be sized and engineered based upon the anticipated load and/or conditions of

Shall be constructed of sound, durable material, not subject to excessive corrosion

or decay, and shall be water and gas tight if PEDs are of precast or poured-in-place

concrete.
3.
4.
S.

Shall be traffic-worthy with accessibility to both the influent and effluent tee pipes.
Shall contain baffles sufficient to allow a proper separation of FOG from water.
Shall be a minimum of S00 gallons and a maximum of 3,000 gallons in size. Multiple

PED:s or other approved FOG recovery devices are allowed.

13.08.230 Passive interior devices (PIDs).

PID volume shall be credited towards the total PED capacity.

13.08.240 Sizing of PEDs.

A. All PEDs shall have a minimum capacity of 500 gallons and a maximum_ capacity of
3.000 gallons. The design shall be in compliance with the following table, where the total
number of drainage fixture units determine the grease trap size:

Number of Drainage Fixture Units (DFUs) Minimum Grease Trap Size in Gallons
<8 500
9—21 750
2235 1,000
3690 1250
91—172 1,500
| 173216 2,000
| 217307 2,500
>308 3.000

B. The inlet chamber of the vessel shall incorporate a sanitary-tee, which extends 12 inches

below normal water level. The outlet chamber of the vessel shall incorporate a sanitary-
tee that extends to within two feet of the bottom of the vessel. The sanitary-tees (both

inlet and outlet) must be capped.

C. Exemptions to_sizing PEDs. Food service establishments that serve 18 or fewer meals
per _day, or serve only continental breakfast, may be granted an exemption from the
sizing requirements for PEDs listed in this chapter.



13.08.250 Active interior recovery device requirements.

AIRDs may be allowed in lieu of PEDs or other approved grease recovery system

devices in accordance with the following conditions:

1. The method of food preparation involves and/or creates little or no discharge of
grease; or

2. A technically logistical reason exists as to why an exterior grease trap cannot be
installed (i.e., conflicts with existing utilities, elevation disparities, or location on a

second floor).

3. The installation or use of all grease recovery devices must be approved by the
village.

4. Grease recovery devices shall receive éll grease-laden waste discharge from the
major point sources. A floor drain may be considered a major point source as
determined by the village plumbing inspector.

S. Grease recovery devices shall be sized based upon the anticipated load and/or
conditions of actual use and manufacturer's recommendation.

13.08.260 Alternative methods and treatment agents.

A.

B.

Alternative technology/methods. Engineered alternative technology or methods may be
permitted, provided the technology or method meets the minimum performance
standards set forth by this title.

Biological or chemical treatment agents. The use of biological or chemical agents,
intended to dissolve or emulsify grease so it may be discharged into the sanitary sewer,
are not permitted.

13.08.270 Inspections.

A,

B.

C.

Regular inspections. The village's designated agent(s) or representative(s) shall make or
conduct regular inspections, as the village may deem necessary, of each FOG-producing
facility to evaluate and enforce compliance with the provisions of this title.

Inspection_of newly constructed or remodeled FOG-producing facilities or grease
recovery system replacement. The village's authorized agent(s) or representative(s),
shall make or conduct those inspections deemed necessary by the village to assure
compliance with permits issued. These inspections shall, at a minimum, consist of an
initial or in-progress construction or installation site inspection, and a final inspection
following completion of the permitted installation.

Follow-up inspections. A user charged with a notice of violation (NOV), issued by the
village, shall be inspected at any time within 30 days of the date of NOV issuance.

Subsequent reinspection(s) may occur at any time for as long as the user is
noncompliant under the original NOV.




D.

Demand inspections. Any time a sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) or blockage occurs at or
downstream of a FOG-producing facility, a demand inspection shall be made or
conducted by the village's designated agent(s) or representative(s). If the user or FOG-
producing facility is found to be in violation of any provision of this title, and that
violation(s) caused or resulted in the SSO or blockage, the user shall be responsible for
the payment of the labor, equipment, and material cost(s) to correct the SSO or
blockage.

13.08.280 Notice of violation.

A.

General requirements. Whenever the village determines that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that there is, or has been, a violation of any provision or section of
this title, the village shall give notice of the alleged violation(s) to the user as herein
provided. Such notice shall:

1. Be in writing.

2. Include a statement of the reason(s) for issuance of the notice.

3. Allow a reasonable time for the performance of any act it requires.
4

. Be served upon the owner, or operator, as the case may require; provided that such
notice or order shall be deemed to have been properly served upon such owner, or
operator, when a copy thereof has been sent by first class mail, postage prepaid, to
his/her last known address as furnished to the village in his/her application for an
installation permit, as the case may be, or, if served by any other method authorized
by the laws of the State of Illinois; and

5. Contain an outline of remedial action which is required to affect compliance with
this title.

Emergencies. Whenever an emergency exists, which requires immediate action to
protect public health or safety, or public or private property from damage or
destruction, the village may, without any administrative notice or procedure, issue an
order or seek an injunction to require that such action be taken as may be deemed
necessary to meet the emergency. Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, such
order or injunction shall be effective immediately.

13.08.290 Enforcement—Penalties and remedies.

A.

Any person or user who violates any provision or section of this title, or who violates
any determination or order of the village under this title, shall be fined not more than

$750.00 for each violation. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute a separate
offense.

The village may also take any other available legal action necessary to prevent or to

remedy any violation, including, but not limited to appropriate equitable or injunctive
relief or discontinuation of wastewater treatment service to the FOG-producing facility.




13.08.300 Other.

A. Separability. The provisions of this title shall be deemed separable and the invalidity of
any portion of this title shall not affect the validity of the remainder.

B. Other law. This title is not intended to repeal or replace any existing statute, regulation,
ordinance, or law which may have been adopted prior to the effective date of this title.
The provisions of this title shall be held to be the minimum requirements for the
promotion and protection of the public health, safety, and welfare. Whenever a
provision of this title and any other law or regulation overlap or are contradictory, the
more stringent shall prevail. Compliance with this title does not release owner or user
from compliance with the requirements of any other applicable federal, state, or local
law or regulation.

SECTION 3: All ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed to the

extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4: If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall be
held invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect any of the other provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION §:

A. The Building Official is authorized and directed to identify the building code
editions, model codes and local mendﬁents to the Capital Development Board in the manner
provided by law.

B. This Ordinance will be in full force and effect 30 days after the identification of
the building codes to the Capital Development Board provided in Subsection 5.A of this

Ordinance; and after passage, approval, and publication in the manner provided for by law.



Passed and approved this 23rd day of July, 2026

AYES: Trustee Brutto, Brzezniak-Volpe, Brzozowski, Zerillo, Lewandowski
NAYS:
ABSENT: Trustee Steiner
ABSTAIN:
VILLAGE OF HARWOOD HEIGHTS

Attest:
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF COOK

CERTIFICATION

I, Marcia L. Pollowy, do hereby certify that I am the duly elected and acting Clerk
of the Village of Harwood Heights, County of Cook, State of Illinois.

I do further certify that the foregoing Ordinance 26-07 entitled:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE VILLAGE CODE TO REGULATE THE
DISCHARGE OF FAT, OIL AND GREASE INTO THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

Is true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Harwood Heights at a meeting held on the 23rd day of July, 2026.

I do further certify that the original of which the foregoing is a true copy is
entrusted to my care and safekeeping, and that I am keeper of the same.

I do further certify that I am the keeper of the records, ordinances, and resolutions
of said Village of Harwood Heights, Cook County, Illinois.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my official hand and seal this 24th day of
July, 2026.

o

Village Clerk
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